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December 29, 2019 Detroit, Michigan

From Father Duane’s Desk

-

‘E'?'% On this Holy Family weekend, we
: celebrate the example and model of Je-
._ sus, Mary, and Joseph as a family that
demonstrates what it means to be holy.

This raises the question; what does holi-

ness mean? It is often a difficult concept to get our
minds, hearts, and souls around. First, all Christians are
called to holiness. It is not a state just for religious or
professed. We are called by virtue of our Baptism to
“become perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect.”
The journey to perfection always passes by the cross;
and, on this journey, we deepen our perfection to charity.

Charity is all-encompassing, not just to give to those
in need, although that assists in the Corporal Works of
Mercy; but charitableness to one another in speech, ac-
tions, kindness. Those behaviors lead us to the fulfill-
ment of the Beatitudes.

All of this needs to be learned, although we are sanc-
tified by God’s grace to a holy life, the actual living out
of it is in cooperation with God. The most immediate
and intimate setting for this formation is the family. Alt-
hough concepts of family have expanded and changed in
recent years, it is still the responsibility of parents, as the
Baptismal rite expresses, to teach and raise their children

il in the practice of the faith.
Mary and Joseph taught Jesus the Scriptures, taught
l H E H l Y F A M | |- Y Him to pray, taught Him about the synagogue / temple.
Contemporary parents must do the same in sharing their
faith with baptized children. Teaching them to love the
Church, its prayer life, and its culture is paramount to

“Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the
land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life Unleash the Gospel.

For this reason, it is important to celebrate at this ho-

are dead.” - Mt 2:2 . : 'ho
ly time of year the mystery of the Holy Family. To imi-

— “= tate them in faith and charity is our goal for perfection
~ WELCOME BACK ~ and holiness in life.

I want in a special way this weekend to welcome our

ALL MARAUDERS extended parish family—the alumni of St. Matthew. It is

OF ALL AGES great to have you here to celebrate as our 75th theme stat-

ed: What was, What is, and What will be! 1 especially
TO ST. MATTHEW PARISH want to thank you for your support in our sustainable ef-

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN forts for St. Matthew Parish, and for your immediate sup-
F : port to restore and secure our property, our worship

OR YOU! space, after the recent attack on our church building. We

GOD BLESSINGS ON YOU do appreciate your assistance. Know that I pray for you
AND YOUR FUTURE and welcome you here today to relive and remain in the

life, love, and holiness of the St. Matthew Family.

ENDEAVORS! God bless you, Father Duane Novelly




Readings for the Week of December 29,2019

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1)/
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
Monday: 1Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/
Lk 2:36-40
Tuesday: 1Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a)/
Jn 1:1-18
Wednesday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a])/Gal 4:4-7/
Lk 2:16-21
Thursday: 1Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/
Jn 1:19-28
Friday: 1Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6 [3cd]/
Jn 1:29-34
Saturday: 1Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [3cd]/Jn 1:35-42

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
[cf. 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Feast of
The Holy Family

“‘Rise, take the child
and his mother, flee to
Egypt, and stay there until I
tell you.”” 725 kilometers.
That’s the distance on mod-
ern roads from Bethlehem
to Cairo. Assuming one
covered 40km a day on foot
— ambitious for two young parents and their infant son — the
journey would take well over two weeks. Of course, the Holy
Family didn’t have modern roads. They would travel through
wilderness, fear bandits, run low on water, and cross the vast
Sinai Peninsula in a reverse of their forefathers in Exodus. Here,
in struggle and sacrifice, are the beginnings of the forging of the
Holy Family.

“Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night and
departed for Egypt. He stayed there until the death of Herod.”
Large Jewish communities existed in most major cities of the
ancient Mediterranean world, after the collapse of their king-
doms chronicled in the Old Testament, and Joseph could likely
find work as a carpenter. All the same, today’s Gospel reminds
us that the first formational years of Jesus as a babe-in-arms were
spent in a strange land. The members of the Holy Family were
foreigners, outsiders, immigrants.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. God took on
our humanity. He is in solidarity with our own trials and difficul-
ties. On the feast of the Holy Family, we honor the special place
of the family within society. We are invited, too, to recall those
families who share in the struggles of the Holy Family in a par-
ticular way. We pray for immigrants, asylum seekers, and refu-
gees. We pray for all parents who sacrifice their own well-being
and comfort so their children may have a better life.

A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

Today’s Gospel says Joseph “made his home in Naza-
reth.” A “home” is built on the foundation of love, commit-
ment, and a shared history and is decorated with for-
giveness, acceptance, rituals, discipline, and mutual sup-
port. The Holy Family challenges us today: Don’t live
“any place,” live at HOME!

The Twelve Days of Christmas

The Twelve Days of Christmas is a festive Christian season
celebrating the Nativity of Jesus. In most Western ecclesiastical
traditions, “Christmas Day” is considered the “First Day of
Christmas” and the Twelve Days are December 25 to January 5.
For many Christian denominations, for example, the Anglican
Communion and the Lutheran Church, the Twelve Days are
identical to Christmastide; but for others, e.g., the Roman Cath-
olic Church, Christmastide lasts longer than the Twelve Days of
Christmas, upto the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, generally
the second Sunday of January.

In 567, the Council of Tours proclaimed the twelve days
from Christmas to Epiphany as a sacred and festive season and
established the duty of Advent fasting in preparation for the
Feast. It is noted that this was done in order to solve the
“administrative problem for the Roman Empire as it tried to
coordinate the solar Julian calendar with the lunar calendars of
its provinces in the east.”

Within the Twelves Days of Christmas, there are celebra-
tions both secular and religious. Christmas Day is the first of
the Twelve Days and is celebrated by Christians as the liturgical
feast of the Nativity of the Lord. It is a public holiday in many
nations, including some where the majority of the population is
not Christian.

December 26 is St. Stephen’s Day, a feast day in the West-
ern Church, celebrating the first martyr of Christianity. It is
also the secular holiday of Boxing Day; in some parts of Ire-
land, it is known as “Wren Day.”

New Year’s Eve moves the festivities on the calendar to
New Year’s Day, January 1, an occasion for secular celebra-
tions. In the Catholic Church, it is the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God, celebrated on the Octave (8th) Day of Christ-
mas. In some denominations, as the Feast of the Circumcision
of Christ, because according to Jewish tradition, Jesus would
have been circumcised on the eighth day after His birth. This
day, or some day approximate to it, is also celebrated as World
Day of Peace in the Catholic Church.

In many nations, the Epiphany is transferred to the First
Sunday after January 1, which can be as early as January 2.
That feast in the United States together with customary obser-
vances associated with it usually occur within the Twelve Days
of Christmas, around January 5 or January 6.

Other liturgical feast occurring within the Twelve Days of
Christmas, including St. Stephen’s Day, are St. John, Apostle
and Evangelist, Feast of the Holy Innocents, the Memorial of
St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr, and the Feast of the
Holy Family on the Sunday within the Octave of Christmas.
Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus are celebrated on
January 2 and the Holy Name of Jesus on January 3.

(To be Continued)

CHRISTMAS

We consider Christmas as the encounter,
the great encounter,
the historical encounter,
the decisive encounter,
between God and mankind.
He who has faith knows this truly
let him rejoice

Pope Paul VI
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St. Matthew Parish ~ Happenings

Saturday, December 28, 4:30 pm Mass -
St. Matthew School Alumni Mass, All Grades
and All Years; School Tour to Follow

Wednesday, New Year's Day, Solemnity
of Mary, Mother of God: 10 am Mass—Holy
Day of Obligation

Wednesday, January 1, and Thursday,
January 2 - Rectory Office Closed, re-opens
Friday, January 3, 10:30 am

Christmas Flower Offerings
Donated on Behalf of These Loved Ones

In Memory of:

Casmere Moszczenski
Antoni Matelonek

Robert & Paul Matelonek
Mervin Hodges

Jimmy LaPratt

Renee LaPratt Jaczkoski
Ma Theresa Witkowski
Rose Godoshian

Mary Judith Stark
Edward & Agnes Czarnecki
Jim & Pat D'Alessandro
Lorrie Calhoun
Garnet & William Bogle
Lee Family

Sheila Pocius

Mr. & Mrs. W. Gaynor

Orlando Moszczenski
Lucia Matelonek

Lara Zebrowski Galka
Denise Giard Matelonek
James E. LaPratt
Dave Galka

Little Meryn Hodges
John Camazzola
George Godoshian
George & Marie Stark
Frank & Cynthia Tegel
Allen Czarnecki
Conley & Ethel DelLong
Fitzgerald Family
Gloria Pocius

Julian Martinez

Mr. & Mrs. G. Vortkamp, Sr. Betty Rob
Annis Gaynor Edward Gaynor
Chinnici Family Pilato Family
Dori Galli Lucy Funk
Dick Pint Vaughn Adams

In Honor of:

Robert Stark Rebecca Bogle

~ December 30th ~
Happy Birthday, Father Duane!

We thank God for you with an Amen and Alleluia!

May God's Blessings be with you,
may He grant you Good Health, and
may He surround you with His Grace and Love!

CSA Minute ~ Sharing Christ

Marriage and Family Ministry - This Sun-
day is the Feast of the Holy Family, which celebrates
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph—along with all Catholic families.

Archbishop Allen Vigneron is seeking to reclaim Sundays
for family time along with worship and rest. In the spring, he
released an Unleash the Gospel pastoral note, The Day of the
Lord, a guide to reclaiming the Lord’s Day as part of the Unleash
the Gospel movement.

Gifts to the CSA support families, at all stages, with pro-
grams and services like marriage preparation, Natural Family
Planning, and family and marriage support.

For information about CSA-funded ministries, programs, and
services, go to god.org.

Christ, the Center of Our Family

O Lord Jesus, God of Love,
You are the center of our family.

You humbled Yourself and came to live among us.
And the greater part of Your life on earth
was spent in Your home with Joseph and Mary.
Take our family, our home,
and the life, the activity that stirs about us.
Let Your peace be with us.

Help us to do Your will in all that we say
and all to which we commit ourselves.
Guide us, Jesus in our family decisions,
in our financial needs and worries,
in our work, our play, and our study.

Give us a strong faith;
strengthen our relationship with You.

And above all, Lord, help us to do Your will.
We ask this in Your holy name. Amen.
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ST. MATTHEW’S PARISH DIRECTORY
6021 Whittier, Detroit 48224-2637
Rectory Office: (313) 884-4470
Rectory Fax: (313) 884-4276
E-mail : stmatthew27@aol.com
Website: www.stmatthewdetroit.com
Office Hours: Monday through Friday
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Duane R. Novelly ~ Pastor

Rick Cucchi ~ Music Minister / Choir Director
Joe Balistreri ~ Saturday Organist
David Troiano ~ Weekday Organist

CLERICAL STAFF
Marilyn Lynn ~ Secretary
Gloria Bermudez ~ Bookkeeper

PARISH COUNCIL
John Dunstone ~ President
Bill Zuerblis ~ Financial Council Chair
Michael Dulapa ~ Evangelization Chair
Patricia Camazzola-Godoshian,
Bryan Jones, David Smydra ~ Members at Large
Sharon & Jerry Mielke ~ VPC Representatives

PARISH ORGANIZATION
Dennis Costello ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service
Dan McBride ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service

WEEKEND/WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Reconciliation By Appointment
Holydays 9:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

Please remember those in our parish and in our
families who are sick or in need of our prayers.

Chuck Schuster
Lolita Dorado
Albert Fajardo
Virginia Fajardo
Madeline O’Neill
Kurt Beghuyn
Sebastiano Stellino
Teresita Covacha
Richard Gargulinski
Joe Petrylka

Roger Sharpe
Nenette Ferreria
Anthony Mastronardi
Eduardo Fajardo
Kathy Bush

Glenda Johnson
Stephanie Smith
Janet Law

Laura Alix

Betty Leone

Michelle Harter

Jo Marie Nardi
Thomas Bingham
David Beaupre
Kenneth Beaupre
Anthony Crimaudo
Thomas Giles
Rosemary Schoolcraft
Tiffany Gelle
Robert Stark
Pauline Williams
Bill Solomon

John Allman
Eloise Parker
Kelly Kranson
Herb Damman
John Reinhardt




Ministers, Lectors, and Serbers

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS LECTORS SERVERS
New Year’s Day, January 1, 2020, 10:00 a.m.
Marilyn Lynn Bruce Campbell Jermaine Donaldson
Janet Bielman lan Campbell
Dorothy Brooks Cory Fullilove
Veronica Obianwu Julia Zuerblis
Greg Redman

Kristen Stark
Marie Vortkamp

Saturday, January 4, 2020, 4:30 p.m.

Janet Bielman Dan McBride Jermaine Donaldson
Sunday, January 5, 2020, 10:00 a.m.

Marilyn Lynn Liz Smith Cory Fullilove

Dorothy Brooks Mary Pocius

Beverly Goll Julia Zuerblis

Patti Hammond
Linda Holster
Michael Holster

Kristen Stark
Mass Schedule

Saturday, December 28 - Viqil: Feast of the Holy Famil

4:30 p.m. - For the Families of St. Matthew Parish

Sunday, December 29 - Feast of the Holy Family

10:00 a.m. - Judy Stark, Mary Noreen Kaminski, Anthony
Kaminski, For an Increase in Vocations to the
Priesthood and Consecrated Life

Monday, December 30 -

Tuesday, December 31 - St. Sylvester I, Pope

9:00 a.m. - For the Poor and Needy in our Community

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 - The Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God

10:00 a.m. — Anthony Nardi, Robert Lynn

Thursday, January 2 - Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory
Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the
Church

Friday, January 3 - Holy Name of Jesus

9:00 a.m. - For Migrant and Refugee Families

Saturday, January 4 - Vigil: Feast of the Epiphany

4:30 p.m. - For the People of St. Matthew Parish

Sunday, January 5 - Feast of the Epiphan

10:00 a.m. - Judy Stark, Mary Noreen Kaminski, George

Kaminski




Avis Ford ©@

“The Dealership with the ®”
TIMYINGER, Used Car Sales, Parishioner
29200 Telegraph Rd. at 12 Mile * Southfield, MI 48034
Direct: (248) 226-2557 » Cell: (313) 575-8640

tim.yinger@avisford.com * www.avisford.com

In Memory
of
Dick PINT

PLUMERAL HURE
shpsaracam

Jim’s Collision Shop

Complete Body « Mechanical
Glass « Free Loaner Cars

DETROIT
313-882-5400 - 16651 Harper
www.jimscollision.net

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

1935-1999
HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

With 3 home s=curity systam nenitored by ADT
profoasianals 290 haurs odoy, 7 davs awook ‘3]»
Az an zddac bereht, irstalling 3 Sacorily Systar may | EJML SECURITY 1LaM

nuality vau tor = Homeowners Insoraee discount,

CALL NOW! 1-888-331-6501

Fert-Scape, Inc.

Fertilizer and Landscape Contracting

13335 15 Mile Rd
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 344-9012
(586) 565-1077

" .| SHAMESIE BUSINESS HERE

ROTISSERIE ¢ SEAFOOD

parishioner Attomey at Lawl 1y, g Tn + CARRY-OUT + CATERING
Family Law * Criminal Law 313-886-7755 Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today!
Drunk Driving * Medical Malpractice | | 20515 Mack Ave. « Grosse Pointe Woods Iburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268

734-324-5755 Hours: Mon-Sat: 11:30a - 10p « Sun: Noon - 10p
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HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

f With =2 home szeurity systam nonitored by AT
,'-' S viviano.com profoasiaqals 240 haurs adoy, 7 days awiock ‘313
IAND z,  SOVIVIANO A an zdded berehl, i stalling a Sacorty Systar mey 1 ML SEELAITY TL0M
(,& o ﬂ;f : Family owned nuAality wau tor = Homeowners InsuraIce discount,
Serving Metro Detroit Yo
weall of ek eleti : CALL NOW! 1-888-331-6501

Elite Driving School PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE
23804 Harper Ave. * Between 9 & 10 Mile Rd. MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM

St. Clair Shores, MI 48080 $ 2 9. 95/MO »

586-778-4934
BILLED QUARTERLY

STATE OF MICHIGAN APPROVED AND CERTIFIED
CALL NOW! 1.877.801.7772

ROAD TESTING BY ELITE DRIVING ScHOOL
www.elitedrivingschoolscs.com WWW.24-TMEDALARM.COM

catholicmatch
Michigan

_ CatholicMatch.com/MI |

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

@ 4-D-5-4 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 « www.4lpi.com 14-0308



